Rates
· The Chamber objects to the fact that there is an average business rate increase of 40% in rural areas compared to 20% in large. These areas with their denser populations are better placed to absorb increases. Why has the council accepted this situation?

· The ‘Hardship Rate Relief fund’ is considered a joke by local business and it is felt that the current criteria adds insult to injury as to meet both components is almost impossible.

· The Chamber believes that the Council should revalue its own properties at a realistic level of rents and rates to entice new businesses to the area, eg Dewhursts in Terrace Road has rent @ £20K and rates @ £10K. 

· Due to the above there is upward pressure from private landlords to their tenants by increased rents. The Chamber hopes to see the Council take the lead to reduce commercial rents to a realistic value that reflects the current economic climate.
Parking

· There has been a reduction of total off road parking capacity in Aberystwyth following developments.

· The delegated management of part of the current facilities has aggravated users and alienated visitors from Aberystwyth.

· The does not appear to be an active management strategy for parking, some is free, some paid and some metered.
· There has to be additional long term parking facilities adjacent to the town centre (the Chamber hopes that the proposals for Mill St. can be seen through to fruition).

· Some additional parking could be introduced by utilising the parking at the WAG and Council offices at Parc-y-llyn over weekends and extending the Park-and-Ride route to the bus stop serving these two buildings. (The Chamber has already written to the Council asking to extend the park-and-ride for employees at these locations).

‘Big Name’ Shop

· What are the Council’s views on this?

· How is the Council trying to sell, promote and market Aberystwyth?

· Various surveys show that a large shop in the town centre would increase the footfall in the town.

· The Chamber commends the Council’s action in refusing planning permission to allow an out-of-town store at Parc-y-llyn to be broken into smaller units.

Amenities

· What plans are there for the two ‘Flagship’ buildings vacated after the move to Parc-y-llyn, i.e. the Town Hall and the Queens Hotel (Education Offices)? Will either be developed into a new public library?
